MZHAKU^NAM. AS A NATIONAL IMEGRATOR

Another important aspect is the inspiration Vazhakunnam in-
stilled in the people to pray God, whom he preferred to call as
Hari. Thus belief in God became for them a medium of unification
and this added to the solidarity of the devotees. The southern and
northern devotees loved and respected each other irrespective of
their geographical origin. The realisation of the fatherhood of God
and commonness of heritage enhanced the brotherly feeling lead-
ing to integration. To propagate the supremacy of god among the
fellowmen, Vazhakunnam, selected stories and situations mainly
from the two great sacred texts Srimadbhagavatam and
Mahabharatam. These books that have outlived time and space,
he felt, provided sufficient documentary evidences to prove his
concept of God, who is beyond the limitations of time and space.
Though Vazhakunnam himself was an ardent devotee of Krishna,
he has written prayers on Bhagavati, Ayyappa and Sri Rama
which throws light on his view of God beyond name and form.
As one of the great bhakta poet Timmoolar puts it:

"To one family doth mankind belong
And its God is one and one only"2

These lines do induce a feeling of oneness in the hearts of the
people.

Stage arts like Kathakali, Ashtapadiyattom, Bhrarathanatyam
etc. that originated from the different states catch the attention and

2. Quoted by S. Maharajan, Timmoolar, Devotional Poets and
Mystics, Part I, Publications divisions. New Delhi, 1983, p. 15.
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